Proving EMC yd erty Ele 
ahead of their time, you've been asking 
for info on movies not yet on the big 
screen let alone on video! As ever, a 


wish is our command and this ne Th 
the first of a series of sneak previews, 
hd he ap og apie be rundown on the new 


Vight Of The Living Dead and it’ ory in 
ne il ns !) poser | = 


Wana eyahey anaes years ago an unknown 


Pittsburgh-based industrial film-maker - 


named George Romero stunned the world 
with The Night Of The Living Dead, one of 
the most terrifying pictures ever to hit the 
screens of American drive-ins. Produced 


for less than $150,000 and shot in grainy — 


black and white, it quickly outgrew its 
humble origins to become one of the 
most successful independent films: ever 
made. It's now regarded as a milestone 
in the genre. The film's premise was 
simple. Seven people barricade 
themselves in a remote Pennsylvania 
farmhouse, while an army of flesh-eating 
zombies roam the countryside. But from 
this premise sprang an important, 
masterfully executed, excercise in horror. 
The film also worked as a bleak allegory 
on late 60s America, with the coloured 
hero surviving the night of horror only to 
be senselessly destroyed by a redneck 
posse - 'Good shot! That's another one 
for the fire...’ 

This year George Romero's flesh-eating 
alae ier stalking the screen once 
more in a colour re-make directed by 
Superstar make-up man Tom Savini. At 
$8.4 million the new Night Of The Living 


Dead costs approximately 40 times the - 


Original. otherwise it's the mixture as 
before - the 1968 film repackaged by 
many of the original participants. George 
Romero wrote the updated script and 
acts as executive producer, and he 
recently told Video World that his interest 
in the re-make was ‘purely financial.’ 
According to gory George, ‘We all got 
ripped off first time around. I’m very 
sympathetic to the idea of the investors 
on that film who have a stake in the new 
movie, finally getting some money. If the 
re-make can help that, then that's great.’ 
Romero is also grateful for the chance 
that the new movie has given him to 
correct what he sees as a mistake in the 
original. Says George: ‘In the first film, 
the. radiation scenario was the only 
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_ Of course Savini was aware right from the 


very beginning that the original movie 
would be a tough act to follow. 
‘Somebody wrote recently that "Tom 
Savini was ill-advised to do the remake of 
Night Of The Living Dead", he smiles. 
Well Bisecenne buy that, did re a\"@) a seestel 
the remake of The Thing was iltadvised? 


COM nore ater g-m parece cles) ciecl-le nec 


it's one of my top ten favourites. And 


besides, | do not consider this picture a 
-re-make. | think of it a re-telling of the 


story. Le are twisting and ples iE 
around.. 


KORY co RWC he com tals lh S oe 
special Saece which were provided oe 


up and coming young make-up experts, 


TNE ea -latcma-iecseensi face) ile 


talented twosome had previously assisted 


‘Savini on the George Romero/Dario 
Argento collaboration, Two Evil Eyes and 
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‘It was weird a EN up onal veg 
‘But at least | = 
could go home at night without having _ 
and splatter it all over the place. Most of 
the zombies have brownish blood 
_ because we figured they'd been walking 


Sy ais1ol aoe smiles Savini. 


blood all over me!’ According to Tom 


Vulich, he and Burrell wanted to bring a 
greater realism to the rae ery Teens 







movie. 'We examined Cele eal al§ Ned could 
find that. depicted clercitg and near-death. 


autopsy and stood two or three feet from 


a real body being cut up, we even looked _ 
at films of concentration rT N7te dat 
because the way Ay looked iS cS en 


to the living dead as you can ee 


Rae Cmeatn enn cuneate ce : 
Los Angeles Times and we were - 
lambasted by people who wrote in to say __ 
we were creeps. But we never took what _ 
Ween ciccume lol at saaaahvio)(el0I1NVe Agate and 
are serious about what we do and we 
wanted our work to be as accurate as _ 


possible. Some of the aeisiere) cea was 
certainly distasteful and | can see why it 


would upset people, but we felt it was _ 
important to get it right. For instance, we 
noticed that corpses” nee) this eee 


colour - not grey, dates WEN nese fotereloltc (elo 
it. And we noticed that noses cu ears 














seem to look larger, | guess because they 


_are made of cartilage and don't shrink as 
loa ee the fe SO we made the 
zombies’ ears cure noses slightly 
are ne WVeikoa el 8) careful about the 


blood; we didn't just use your basic red 
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One of the film's most potent effects 
involves a zombie who is hit by Ben's 
truck and continues to crawl with 2 
broken back. ‘That guy was very WEN Gee 
looking,’ explains Vulich. He wasn't 
wearing any special make-up, except what 
was needed for the physical effect. He 
didn't have any sweat glands and the 
condition deformed his head. For the gag, 
he was in a pit with a fake body attached 
below the waist. He just moved his arms 


as though he was trying to crawl, and the 
effects crew manipulated the torso and 
eyes oe 

In conclusion, Tom Savini stresses that it 
was important to him to remain faithful to 
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